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Being the new kid in school is 
never easy. For students of military-
connected families, it’s a regular 
occurrence, with active duty often 
requiring relocation every few years.  

As these families move – often 
to different states – the children of 
service members must repeatedly 
adjust to new schools, academic 
expectations and social environments. 

It’s for this reason 
why education 
can begin to feel 
like a moving 
target. As a result, 
many military-
connected families 
are pivoting to 
virtual education, 
which presents a 
new opportunity 
for K-12 students 
to receive the 

stability and ongoing specialized 
support they need. 

Supporting military-connected 
students requires understanding 
the unique challenges they face. 
Frequent moves mean students are 
often adjusting to new curricula, 
navigating unfamiliar social dynamics 
and managing the stress of change. 
As educators, we have a responsibility 
to recognize these experiences and 

provide the empathy, consistency 
and resources these students need to 
thrive. 

Virtual education is uniquely 
positioned to support military 
students by offering consistency 
despite geographical changes. At 
Insight School of Oklahoma (ISOK), 
students can continue their education 
uninterrupted – even if their family 
moves out of state! They benefit from 
maintaining the same peer group, 
academic expectations and school 
culture throughout their educational 
journey. This stability is invaluable 
in reducing stress and fostering 
academic success. 

Changes in curriculum and 
graduation requirements are another 
pain point for military-connected 
students. High school students 
specifically may find that credits don’t 
always transfer seamlessly, potentially 
delaying their path to graduation. 
At ISOK, we help military families 
navigate these obstacles by providing 
clear guidance on Oklahoma 
graduation requirements and offering 
academic support to ensure a smooth 
transition. 

Another major hurdle is the 
social disruption caused by frequent 
relocations. Making new friends, 
adapting to new school cultures and 

dealing with the emotional strain of 
deployments can be overwhelming. 
To address this, we create 
opportunities for military students to 
stay connected. This includes hosting 
special social sessions, providing extra 
academic support to ensure students 
aren’t falling behind and offering 
accommodations for assignment 
deadlines. Although military-
connected students tend to be highly 
responsible, managing their workload 
can be especially difficult during 
transition periods. We recognize 
these challenges by offering them 
the resources and encouragement 
necessary to succeed. 

With Oklahoma home to several 
military installations, we’re proud to 
support service members and their 
families through educational stability 
and personalized care. 

For military-connected families 
who are struggling with traditional 
school models, I encourage them to 
consider virtual education. Making 
the transition has the potential to 
provide their children the support, 
continuity and empathy that are vital 
to their growth and success. 

Lauren Bone is an academic 
counselor at ISOK, a tuition-free 
virtual public school serving students in 
grades 6-12.  

Accountants’ roles have been significantly 
transformed by technology, which now 
goes beyond adopting advanced tools to 
innovating systems that support clients in 
making better decisions and enhancing 
service quality. However, high school 
students’ views of accounting don’t always 
align with this new reality. Many Oklahoma 
students remain unaware of how digital tools 
are automating traditional tasks, allowing 
accountants to engage in more creative roles 
like data analysis, business advisory, and 
fraud detection.

This misconception contributes to a 
reduction in accounting graduates and 

a lack of diversity 
within the field, 
leaving a gap between 
the demand and 
supply of Oklahoma 
accountants. In 
response, the 
Oklahoma Society 
of CPAs backs 
bipartisan legislation 
to formally recognize 
accounting as a STEM 
career path, aiming 

to attract a more diverse talent pool to the 
profession from across the state and beyond. 
The proposed federal laws, the Accounting 
STEM Pursuit Act in the House and the 
STEM Education in Accounting Act in the 
Senate, would enable federal K-12 funding to 
support accounting education, particularly 
for students from underrepresented 
backgrounds.

If enacted, these bills would allow 
educators to secure STEM funding to teach 
foundational accounting skills, introducing 
young students to accounting as a viable 
career and fostering a more diverse 
workforce.

Fostering innovation 
Accountants today leverage math 

and technology to tackle complex issues, 
contribute to community development, 
and bolster trust in financial markets. 
Recognizing accounting as a STEM 
profession could inspire more Oklahoma 
students to explore it as a career. Many 
educators are already modernizing 
accounting education by incorporating 
tools like R and Python for data analytics, 
underscoring the importance of early STEM 
engagement for future success in high school 
and beyond.

Technology is now a cornerstone of 
accounting practices, with professionals 
using statistical analysis to detect fraud and 
predictive modeling to guide clients’ strategic 
decisions. Artificial intelligence can be used 
for risk assessment, while robotic process 
automation flags potential discrepancies. 

Building opportunities 
Accounting leaders believe that 

a profession fostered within its own 
communities can better address complex 
problems and respond to evolving public 
interests. Officially categorizing accounting 
as a STEM field could help expose Oklahoma 
students from varied backgrounds to this 
career option earlier in their educational 
journey, setting them and our communities 
up for success.

Blaine M. Peterson, CPA, J.D., is the 
president and CEO of the Oklahoma Society of 
Certified Public Accountants. 

The Oklahoma City Festival of 
the Arts has welcomed thousands 

of visitors 
downtown 
and celebrated 
visual, 
performing and 
culinary arts 
nearly each year 
for the last 59 
years. 

This annual 
spring tradition, 
which currently 
has about 

650,000 people each year, opens 
April 24 and runs through April 
27 centered at Bicentennial Park, 
500 Couch Drive. The festival has 
144 visual artist tents that were 
selected by jury from more than 
500 applications. It includes art in 
12 different media ranging from 
oil and water-based paintings to 
three-dimensional sculptures. 
There are 32 food vendors, 
including 10 new ones. 

The Festival of the Arts 
opening ceremony will be at 11 
a.m. Thursday, April 24

Key events during the week 
include the 58th annual Angels & 
Friends Celebration from 4 to 8 
p.m. Wednesday, April 23, in the 
park. The event raises funds to 
support Arts Council Oklahoma 
City’s programs and initiatives 
such as Art Moves, Creative 
Aging, Arts in Schools, the Teen 
Arts Council and others, as the 

website states. It includes food, 
music, art, an open bar and early 
access to arts festival shopping 
and food. The Youth Art Sale is in 
a tent on the festival grounds from 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. April 26.

New this year is the Creators 
Collective on the northeast corner 
of Oklahoma City’s City Hall with 
a selection of local makers and 
creators, including handmade 
goods, locally produced food and 
art. Also new is the Emerging 
Artist Tent for up-and-coming 
artists. 

Other highlights, listed by a 
news release are:

l  Returning is the Arts Council 
Oklahoma City Pro-Am Gallery, 
an exclusive exhibition pairing 
professional artists with local 
celebrities. Some pairings include 
Mat Hoffman and Rick and 
Tracey Bewley; Jim Roth and DG 
Smalling; Darcy Lynn and Mary 
James Ketch; and Shannon and 
Sam Presti and Janice Matthews 
Gordon.

l  The Sculpture Park will 
exhibit large-scale works in 
bronze, stone, marble, and mixed 
media and be located directly in 
front of City Hall.

l  More than 125 performers of 
all ages will perform on two stages 
throughout the festival.

l  The arts festival is a green 
event that only uses compostable 
or recyclable materials at every 
food location.  

l  Presenting sponsors 
are Midfirst Bank, Gardner 
Tanenbaum and the Inasmuch 
Foundation. The official sponsor 
is Devon.

For information, go to 
artscouncilokc.com.

New art exhibit, 
workshops in Norman

In Norman, the MAINSITE 
Contemporary Art Gallery this 
week is showcasing the work of  
University of Oklahoma students 
graduating with a Master of Fine 
Arts degree – CJ Carter, Sara 
Mohajer and Jenn Peek. The OU 
MFA Thesis exhibition opened on 
Friday, April 11, and runs through 
Saturday, April 19. 

For information, go to 
mainsitecontemporaryart.com. 

MAINSITE is operated by 
the Norman Arts Council which 
is hosting a business-focused 
workshop there for artists 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. May 17. 
Registration is open for the Art 
Biz: Simplify Your Art marketing 
strategy workshop. Alyson 
B. Stanfield, art-marketing 
consultant, host of the Art Biz 
Podcast and author of “I’d Rather 
Be in the Studio” will teach. For 
information, go to normanarts.
org/artbizworkshop.

Have an idea, item or event for 
On the Town? Email lillie.beth@
yahoo.com.
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